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     The last time I reported to you we were starting our visitor’s season. May 

ended up being a bust, with Nathan Hale in New London staying closed due to 

safety concerns during the window restoration. We did open for the New London 

Food Stroll on the evening of May 11th and had over 200 visitors. The War Office 

had less action, except for school groups, conducted by Bob Rivard. Nathan Hale 

in East Haddam was open with the help of the Nathan Hale Branch Memorial 

Chapter DAR. 

     The remainder of the season, to date, has been as expected. New London was 

open approx. 50 days with help from Burt Chapman, also Alice Dickenson and 

Marilyn Davis from the Lucretia Shaw Chapter DAR and our 2 paid docents. The 

War Office was open 2 more days for several school groups, with Bob Rivard 

presiding. Eric Paul filled in several times. A big thank you goes to the Gerlander 

Family for conducting 4 historical events. As stated in an earlier report, we hired a 

docent, Rachel Martin is a college student who filled the gap for 9 days. East 

Haddam has had the best showing with 16 DAR members volunteering. The 

School Days program on June 3rd met with great success, despite the rainy 

weather. There was help from the DAR who presented a colonial era program at 

the schoolhouse, while the Color Guard was in the St. Stephen’s parish hall, 

courtesy of Rev. Adam Yates. 

     On May 17th and 18th we had the distinct honor of a visit from PG Thomas 

Lawrence at the War Office and Nathan Hale in New London. I Had the pleasure 

of greeting,  PG Lawrence, New England VPG Doug Wood and his wife Linda, 

along with President Stewart and VP Cregeau at Nathan Hale in New London, 

presenting PG Lawrence with coffee mugs representing our 3 historical sites. 

     Projects this year were limited, the window restoration in New London was 

completed at the end of May. As a reminder to everyone there is a remaining 



balance of $2,000 payable to TJ Nelson Enterprises. Mark Sheldon from the Gen. 

Israel Putnam Branch volunteered his time to reinstall the plaque over the 

fireplace at the War Office, completing the final phase of that restoration. The 

Nathan Hale Memorial Chapter DAR has volunteered to paint the front of the 

schoolhouse in East Haddam. We are waiting for word concerning the completion 

of that helpful project. They understand and agree to the terms concerning 

liability insurance, “at their own risk”. Meanwhile, we are applying for a Historic 

Restoration Fund grant to complete the repairs and painting. The flag pole at East 

Haddam is still an issue. The expense related to replacing the internal crank 

mechanism is far more than expected. This will have to be looked at in greater 

depth at a later date. 

     Plans for 2017 include: Complete the work in East Haddam, begin the process 

for raising funds to repair and paint the exterior of the schoolhouse in New 

London, fix the ongoing flooding situation at the War Office. 

    In a note of interest, Cub Scout Pack 82 has contacted us requesting an 

overnight camping event October 30th- September 1st. Our insurance agent, Jim 

Klaneski has been informed and is on top of this. 

     It is with regret that we have to announce the resignation of Bob Rivard from 

the Real Property Committee. Bob has been the driving force in keeping our 

school programs moving in a forward direction. He has served us well, we will 

miss his input and expert advice. 

     The Committee would like to thank everyone who contributed to making the 

2016 season successful. 

Respectfully submitted,                                                                                                   

David Packard                                                                                                               

CTSSAR Real Property Steward                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 

      

      



 

      

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 


